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INSITE Background and Milestones (2010-2019)
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Year Milestone
2010-2012 Decommissioning Baseline Study

2011 Baseline Study Scientific Advisory Board recommends a ‘Long-term Environmental 
Study’

2014 Eight companies sign the INSITE Phase 1 JIP Agreement

2015 INSITE Phase 1: Call for Proposals (35 proposals received)

2016-2017 INSITE Phase 1 Research

2018 Eight companies sign the INSITE Phase 2 JIP Agreement, confirming partnership 
with NERC

2019 INSITE Phase 2: NERC Call for ProposalsPh
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INSITE Phase 1 – Scientific Progress
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On the effect of structures:
• Detailed understanding of the composition and function of species on and around man-made 

structures 
• Increased our understanding of the effect of structures on:

• The abundance and diversity of key species
• The distribution and behaviour of sea mammals and birds 
• Planktonic communities from pre-North Sea oil and gas until now

On the connectivity or reef-effect of man-made substrate:
• Modelling ecosystems to predict the effect of man-made structures (oil and gas, renewables and 

wrecks) on a range of species across the North Sea
• Enabling the prediction of ecological consequences of altering the network of structures 

Project summaries and peer reviewed publication listing available on http://www.insitenorthsea.org

http://www.insitenorthsea.org/


INSITE Phase 1 - Scientific Observations

• Significant progress has been made in understanding the effects and 
connectivity of man-made structures in the North Sea Ecosystem

• A major step forward has been achieved in modelling the role of structures in 
the ecosystem

• However:
– More data is needed for ground-truthing of models
– Phase 1 research is geographically unbalanced. 

INSITE Independent Scientific Advisory Board, October 2017
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Partnership • Natural Environment Research Council1

• CEFAS2 (DEFRA3)
• Industry Partners: BP, Chevron, CNRI, ExxonMobil, 

Shell, Repsol-Sinopec, Total, TAQA Britani
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INfluence of man-made Structures In The Ecosystem – Phase 2

Objective Increasing our understanding of the role of man-made structures in the North Sea 
ecosystem, i.e.:
i. Determine the effect of man-made structures in the North Sea over time
ii. Evaluate the connectivity of man-made structures in the North Sea 

Timeline • 5-Year programme
• Commenced: Q4 2018 
• Conclusion: End 2022

1. The Natural Environment Research Council is the UK's largest funder of independent environmental science, training and innovation, delivered through 
universities and research centres. 2. Centre for Environment, Fisheries, and Aquaculture Science. 3. Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
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INSITE Phase 2 – Scope and Funding (2018-2022)

Joint Strategic Response
£5.0M

DEFRA funding
£600K

Science Programme

Built on INSITE Phase 1;
5-year Research Programme

1

2018-2022 2019-2022 2020-2022

Industry Partners;
funding to be confirmed

Technology Programme

Identification and 
development of low-cost 

ecological data acquisition 
systems

3

Industry Partners Funding
£2.0M,

Plus In-Kind Support

Data Initiative 

Access to new industry 
acquired data

2



7https://nerc.ukri.org/research/funded/programmes/insite/

Closed 19 September 2019

https://nerc.ukri.org/research/funded/programmes/insite/
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Data Initiative: INSITE Interactive – The Data Sharing portal
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Data Initiative: INSITE Interactive – The Data Sharing portal
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Data Initiative: INSITE Interactive – The Data Sharing portal



INSITE Phase 2 – Latest Developments

• Science Programme
– NERC Call – Grant awards Q1 2020

• Data Initiative:
– Post-NERC: Opening the portal to other researchers working within the 

scope of INSITE Phase 2
– New sponsor category – ‘Associate Sponsor’

• Data sharing role
• Increase volume of data available to scientists

• Technology Programme
– Technology Scope Framework Q4 2019
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Images courtesy of Professor J Murray Roberts & 
www.Onderwaterbeelden.nl
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